
Allerdale Borough Council

Executive – 18 April 2018

Extension of the Memorandum of Agreement (MoA), Solway Coast AONB 
Partnership

The Reason for the Decision To extend the current MoA to cover the 
years 2018/19 and 2019/20 to provide a 
framework for financial support and 
hosting of the AONB Partnership and 
staff team along with Cumbria County 
Council (CCC) and Carlisle City Council 
(CaCC)

Summary of options considered 1. To extend the current combined 
MoA with CCC and CaCC

2. To produce a separate MoA 
between Allerdale Borough 
Council (ABC) and the AONB 
Partnership

Recommendations 1. That the MoA is extended for a 
further two years to cover the 
financial years 2018-19 and 2019-
20, along with Cumbria County 
Council and Carlisle City Council

2. Delegate the drafting of the 
extension of the shared 
agreement between the three 
local authority partners to the 
AONB Manager, in consultation 
with the Corporate Director and 
the Head of Governance.

Financial /  Resource Implications Yes – see section 5 of report

Legal / Governance Implications Yes – see section 6 of report

Community Safety Implications No

Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications

Yes – that the staff work within ABC’s 
policies

Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed

Yes

Wards Affected Marsh, Wampool, Waver, Silloth, Holme, 
Solway, Ellen and Netherhall



The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities

To conserve and enhance the Solway 
Coast AONB as statutory undertakers 
and to employ an AONB staff unit for 
these purposes

Is this a Key Decision Yes

Portfolio Holder Councillor William Jefferson

Lead Officer Naomi Hewitt, Solway Coast AONB 
Manager (016973 33055)

Report Implications

Community Safety N Financial Y
Legal Y Partnership Y
Social Inclusion N Asset Management Y
Equality Duty Y Health and Safety Y
Employment (internal) Y Employment 

(external to the Council)
N

Background Papers

Solway Coast AONB Partnership Memorandum of Agreement 2015-18

1.0 Introduction

1.1 The Solway Coast AONB Partnership has been supported by a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MoA) since its inception in 2002. The signatories to the MoA 
are the core funding partners within the AONB Partnership. 

1.2 Until fiscal year 2014 the MoA consisted of four signatories. These were 
DEFRA (on behalf of the Treasury), Cumbria County Council, Allerdale 
Borough Council and Carlisle City Council (on behalf of the Statutory 
Undertakers).

1.3 The most recent MoA covering the years 2015 -2018 (the subject of this 
report, see Annex 1) does not include DEFRA as a signatory. DEFRA 
withdrew from the MoA process because of the following reasons:

 They did not want to sign up to 41 separate MoA’s with 41 AONB’s

 They committed to give grant in aid to all of the AONB’s by way of an 
annual letter and forecast followed by government department financial 
allocations from the Treasury



 The volatility and dynamic nature of public sector funding allocations 
will not allow them to confidently sign-off on three year agreements 
whether they are legally binding or not.

1.4 The most recent MoA (2015-2018) is a three year agreement and expired in 
March 2018. There is now a need to consider the agreement that should be 
put in place for the future.

1.5 Allerdale Borough Council is described in the MoA as the ‘host authority’ as 
they have been host to the partnership in all previous MoA’s since 2005. With 
this role comes extra responsibilities that are listed and described within the 
document.

2.0 Content (to include alternative options considered)

2.1 The most recent MoA (2015-2018) is a three year agreement, whereas the 
most recent Defra funding agreement continues until the end of 2019-20, a 
further two financial years.

2.2 The Council believes that keeping an agreed understanding across the three 
local authorities into the future provides some stability in relation to funding 
and consistency of approach. 

2.3 As Allerdale Borough Council is the employing (host) authority it is important 
for the MoA to be supported across the three councils.

2.4 There are two main options to take forward the agreed understanding:

 To extend the current MoA for a further two years to cover the financial 
years 2018-19 and 2019-20, along with Cumbria County Council and 
Carlisle City Council.

 To draw up a new funding agreement solely between Allerdale 
Borough Council and the AONB partnership 

2.5 The Solway Coast AONB Partnership considered a period without a written 
partnership agreement. After taking advice and guidance from the National 
Association of AONBs (NAAONB) it was decided to carry on with the MoA as 
the vehicle to reach an understanding across the ‘local core funding’ 
Partnership.

2.6 The MoA provides the framework on which the Solway Coast AONB is 
maintained and enhanced as a high value landscape of both local and 
national importance. It sets out the operation and management of the 
Partnership and staff team and the publishing, reviewing and monitoring of the 
Management Plan.



2.7 The provision of the MoA should give both the AONB Partnership and 
Allerdale Borough Council understanding and confidence that they are 
providing a high quality service to the three statutory undertakers and that 
they are valued and are mandated to take things forward over the next two 
years.

3.0 Customer Satisfaction and Service

3.1 The document represents the 23rd year of a highly successful partnership that 
is well regarded and trusted by local people and within its peer group and 
National Association.

4.0 Services Delivered as Locally as Possible

4.1 The AONB services are delivered along the Allerdale coastline and on 
Allerdale land holdings within the same area.

5.0 Finance/Resource Implications

5.1 There are financial implications over the next two years. The MoA commits 
the Council to £30,373 and £30,895 for the financial years 2018-19 and 2019-
20, 16.55% of the total annual cost of running the AONB Partnership. 

5.2 This contribution is part of Allerdale Borough Council’s responsibility to 
exercise its duties in relation to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

6.0 Legal Implications and Risks

6.1 The AONB Partnership acts on behalf of Allerdale Borough Council and is 
monitored by members on the Joint Advisory Committee. It is steered by an 
Officer Group currently chaired by an Allerdale Borough Council officer.

7.0 Recommendations

7.1 That the MoA is extended for a further two years to cover the financial years 
2018-19 and 2019-20, along with Cumbria County Council and Carlisle City 
Council.

7.2 Delegate the drafting of the extension of the shared agreement between the 
three local authority partners to the AONB Manager, in consultation with the 
Corporate Director and the Head of Governance. 

Naomi Hewitt
Solway Coast AONB Manager


